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January 26-28, 2010
North Dakota 
Retail Lumberman’s Show
Holiday Inn, Fargo, ND

February 3, 2010
Future Lumber Leaders - 
Nebraska Chapter
Kearney, NE

February 16-17, 2010
South Dakota Show
Best Western Ramkota Hotel 
Conference Center
Sioux Falls, SD

February 20, 2010
Future Lumber Leaders - Iowa 
Chapter
Amana, IA

March 4-5, 2010
Iowa Lumber Convention
Coralville, IA

March 10-11, 2010
Nebraska Lumber Dealers 
Convention
La Vista, NE

March 13, 2010
Future Lumber Leaders - 
Minnesota-Dakota’s Chapter
St. Cloud, MN

ND Sen. Dorgan Conferences with Retailers

On December 21 Sen. Dorgan (D-ND) spoke 
with ten retailers about the Cash for Caulkers 
or HOME STAR program. Since the senator 
holds a ranking seat on the Committee of 
Energy and Natural Resources, he was 
interested in what our members had to say 
about the program.  

HOME STAR is a proposed new legislation 
that creates strong incentives for homeowners 
to retrofit existing residential buildings 
in order to improve energy efficiency. 
Homeowners receive up to $1,500 for each 
of the eight measures installed in the home, 
or from $250 - $500 per appliance, with a 
benefit not exceeding $4,500 and 50% of 
total project costs. Go to www.nlassn.org/
PDFS/2010/government_affairs/homestar.
pdf for the proposed details

Dan Fesler, chairman NLBMDA and president 
of Lampert Yards, led the conversation 
stressing these key points:

Rebate System – If this program is to succeed, 
the method of handling the rebate is critical. 
The program is patterned after the Cash for 
Clunkers program whereby the retailers 
would be responsible for securing the rebate 
from the government when the product 
is sold. The financial and administrative 
burden on small businesses may put them at 

a disadvantage with respect to competing 
again the big box stores. Members stressed 
their desire to have the responsibility fall 
onto the consumers. 

Certification Process – Many of the products 
eligible for the rebate program are do-it-
yourself products. Currently the program 
states that certified installers must perform 
the improvements. In particular, in North 
Dakota the building material retailers are in 
the best position to do the installation, or their 
contractors. However, Fesler explained that 
the certification process may overburdened 
the small business owners. 

In addition to those two key points, members 
also suggested to Sen. Dorgan that toilets, 
storm doors and water heater blankets be 
added to the list of new products eligible 
for the program. 

Sen. Dorgan was receptive to the retailers’ 
suggestions and remarks. He said that he will 
make sure this is a plan not just for big-box 
retailers.  Sen. Dorgan would also like North 
Dakota lumber dealers to put together some 
ideas for the HOME STAR program and send 
it to him as soon as possible as they look to 
take up the bill on Jan.1-Jan. 15.

Employers Must Update Required EEOC Posting  
The Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission (EEOC) has released an update to 
its required “Equal Employment Opportunity 
is the Law” posting. The new version reflects 
current federal employment discrimination 
law, including information regarding the 
Genetic Information Nondiscrimination 
Act (GINA) and ADA Amendments Act 

regulations. The revised poster also includes 
updates from the U.S. Department of Labor. 
The EEOC posting update is mandatory 
for all covered employers and can be 
downloaded at http://www.eeoc.gov/. Or call 
Amber Balts to have a copy mailed to you 
at (763)544-6822 or (888)544-6822. 
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The Latest on Future Lumber Leader Meetings

Future Lumber Leaders-Nebraska Chapter

THE DATE IS FAST APPROACHING: On Saturday, February 6th, the NLA Future 
Lumber Leaders-Nebraska Chapter will meet at the Holiday Inn in Kearney. FEATURED 
SPEAKER is Jim Garner, owner and CEO of Wild West Inc, the parent company of 
Whiskey Creek Steakhouses. Jim built a multimillion dollar organization from scratch 
despite not being able to attend college while growing up in a single parent home after his 
father died when he was five. OTHER SPEAKERS AND FEATURES include a seminar 
on engineered wood and a presentation on insurance.

ROOMS: A block of rooms at the hotel (which has an indoor water park) has been put on 
reserve. The room rate is $84.95 plus tax per night for 1 to 4 people. Call (308) 237-5971 
to make reservations. To obtain this rate, say you are with  the Nebraska Future Lumber 
Leaders group from the Northwestern Lumber Association. NOTE: Rooms will be available 
until January 8th or until the block is filled, whichever comes first.

REGISTRATION DEADLINE:  January 31, 2010.

Future Lumber Leaders-Iowa Chapter

PROGRAM: On Saturday, February 20th, the NLA Future Lumber Leaders-Iowa Chapter 
will meet at the Clarion Inn in (Little) Amana. FEATURED SPEAKER is Lynn Allendorf 
of the University of Iowa, an instructor at the Pappajohn Entrepreneurial Center. As Vice 
President of Product Development for the Learning Company’s Parsons Technology Division, 
Lynn managed the development and marketing of the company’s $30 million productivity 
division including the Quicken family Law product line before founding her own company, 
215 Technology, Inc. in 1999. Her expertise is in consumer product marketing, software 
development, and entrepreneurship. OTHER SPEAKERS include Tom Neel of Lake 
Lumber Company in Panora and Kenton Klenk of Schrock Lumber in Mediapolis.

ROOMS: A block of rooms at the hotel (which has an indoor water park) has been put on 
reserve. The room rate is $99.00 plus tax per night for rooms with two queen beds. Call (800) 
633-9244 to make reservations. To obtain this rate, say you are with the Iowa Future Lumber 
Leaders group from the Northwestern Lumber Association. ROOM DEADLINE: Rooms 
will be available until January 29th or until the block is filled, whichever comes first.

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: February 15, 2010.

Future Lumber Leaders-Minnesota-Dakotas Chapter
There is limited seating for this event, and slots are filling quickly!

PROGRAM: On Saturday, March 13th, the NLA Future Lumber Leaders-Minnesota-
Dakotas Chapter will meet at the Holiday Inn in St. Cloud, Minnesota. FEATURED 
SPEAKER is John Gagliardi, head collegiate football coach at St. John’s University. He 
is the college career coaching victories leader. On August 11, 2006, Gagliardi became the 
first active coach to be enshrined in the College Football Hall of Fame. Gagliardi is known 
for his unique coaching approach, which he calls “Winning with No’s”-no calling him 
coach-simply calling him John; no calisthenics; no tackling during practice; no swearing; 
and no whistles. OTHER SPEAKERS include Dan Fesler of Lampert Yards Inc in St. 
Paul and Del Krusentsjerna of Shaw/Stewart Lumber in Minneapolis.

ROOMS: A block of rooms at the hotel (which has an indoor pool) has been put on reserve. 
The room rate is $84.95 plus tax per night for rooms with one queen bed or $104.95 plus tax 
for rooms with two doubles. Call (800) HOLIDAY or (320) 253-9000 to make reservations. 
To obtain this rate, say you are with the Minnesota-Dakotas Future Lumber Leaders group 
from the Northwestern Lumber Association. 

ROOM DEADLINE: Rooms will be available until February 10th or until the block is 
filled, whichever comes first.

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: March 5, 2010 or until capacity is reached, whichever 
comes first.

2010 NLA Dealer 
Reference Manual & 
Buyer’s Guide

The 2010 DRM is now available.  Each 
member location has been mailed a copy 
of this valuable resource. Additional 
copies are available at member cost of 
$40.00, non-member cost $100.00.  
Contact abalts@nlassn.org; (763) 595-
4062/(800) 863-7104 to order additional 
copies. DEALERS – remember to access 
online the Products and Trade Names 
section which will be updated by January 
8. Log onto www.nlassn.org, and click 
on Communications and then Products 
and Trade Names.  

New NLA 
Endorsed Vendor

Northwestern Lumber Association is 
proud to announce a new partnership 
with AmerAssist A/R Solutions, Inc. 
NLA members receive a 5% discount on 
AmerAssist’s collections packages for 
bad debt collection services. If you would 
like more information go to www.nlassn.
org/member_services/AmerAssist.html 
or call Jay or Guy at (888) 544-6822.

Yard Bags

A new law now requires homeowners in 
the seven-county metro Minneapolis-St. 
Paul area to use yard waste bags that are 
compostable. Minneapolis homeowners 
are exempt from the law for three 
years.

The environmentally friendly bags are 
usually clear and made of starch. Some 
of these “green” bags begin to decompose 
in as little as 30 to 60 days.

The law punishes retailers who fib 
about the biodegradability of their 
sacks. Any seller that says its products 
are compostable faces a penalty of up 
to $5,000 if the bags don’t meet the 
requirements of the American Society 
for Testing and Materials.
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NLBMDA’s Legislative Conference

This year’s conference has been scheduled 
for March 15-17, 2010 at the Marriott 
Washington in Washington, DC.  It will 
feature key congressional and federal agency 
speakers, as well as political insight from 
past conference favorite, Charlie Cook of the 
Cook Political Report and NBC News.  In 
addition to association committee and board 
meetings, meetings will be set up between 
NLBMDA members and their congressmen 
and key federal agency officials to discuss 
NLBMDA’s policy priorities in Washington. 

It will culminate with a reception for 
members of Congress and their staffs on 
Capitol Hill.  Further, the conference will 
take place jointly with the North American 
Building Material Distribution Association 
and the Window and Door Manufacturers 
Association, providing a wealth of business 
networking opportunities. Go to http://
www.2010legcon.org/ for online registration 
and complete meeting information.  

COBRA Continuation Coverage Extended 

The American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act of 2009 (ARRA), as amended on 
December 19, 2009 by the Department of 
Defense Appropriations Act, 2010 (2010 
DOD Act) provides for premium reductions 
for health benefits under the Consolidated 
Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act 
of 1985, COBRA. Eligible individuals 
pay only 35 percent of their COBRA 
premiums and the remaining 65 percent is 
reimbursed to the coverage provider through 

a tax credit. To qualify, individuals must 
experience a COBRA qualifying event that 
is the involuntary termination of a covered 
employee’s employment. The involuntary 
termination must occur during the period 
that began September 1, 2008 and ends on 
February 28, 2010. The premium reduction 
applies to periods of health coverage that 
began on or after February 17, 2009 and 
lasts for up to 15 months.

2010 Mileage Rates

The Internal Revenue Service 2010 
standard mileage rates for calculating 
the deductible costs of operating an 
automobile for business purposes has 
changed to 50 cents. 

SD New Municipal Tax 
Changes

Effective January 1, 2010, the following 
municipal tax changes take effect:

2% general sales and use tax imposed 
for Buffalo, Fairfax, Volga, Bolin and 
Wood.

1% general sales and use tax imposed 
for LaBolt.

Featured Program - Credit Card Processing

 The fastest turnaround time for bank card deposits possible- 24 to 48 hours- depending on deposit location

 Combine Visa, MasterCard and Discover and AMEX sales into one easy deposit making reconciliation faster and easier

 Monthly discount fee deduction vs. daily deduction

 Debit card processing

 Compatible with most common point of sale systems- In most cases current equipment can be reprogrammed

 No application fees, inactivity fees or terminal closing fees

 Free Set-up

 Free Terminal reprogramming

 Free Terminal operation support

 Free 24 / 7 service line available 365 days per year

 Free online viewing of all transactions, batches, and deposits

As more customers are asking to charge their purchases, you want to make sure you get the best possible rates in the 
credit card market. The NLA can provide you with a FREE cost comparison. Just fax a current month-end statement to 
Guy Marzano at (651) 595-4060. Contact Guy at gmarzano@nlassn.org or call (888) 544-6822 for more information.
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2010 NLA Future Lumber LeAders registrAtioN Form

Please use this form to register for any or all of the three Future Lumber Leaders meetings 
Nebraska Chapter•	 , Sat., February 6, Holiday Inn Hotel & Convention Center, Kearney, NE
Iowa Chapte•	 r, Sat., February 20, Clarion Inn, Amana Iowa
Minnesota-Dakota Chapter•	 , Sat., March 13, Holiday Inn & Suites, St. Cloud, MN

Cost: $95 per person (Non-Members at $150) OR benefactor: Maple level provides you with 3 free passes for $500; Oak 
level provides you with 1 free pass for $250; Pine level provides you with a free lunch at one of the events for $100.

Company contact            
Company             
Address             
Phone            Fax       
E-mail              

BENEFACTOR
LEVEL
Members only 

Circle one            Maple ($500)     Oak ($250)      Pine ($100)
List participants names in appropriate state row.
 

Chapter Name(s) of attendees

Nebraska

Iowa

Minnesota-Dakota

TOTAL COST

Method of payment (circle one): Check enclosed   OR   Visa  MasterCard
Name on card             
Signature             
Account number            
Expiration date         Security code (back of card)    

Send your check or credit card information with this form to Guy Marzano, Northwestern Lumber Association, 5905 Gold-
en Valley Road, Suite 110, Minneapolis, MN 55422, or provide your credit card information above.  For questions, contact 
Guy at (800) 896-5133 or (763) 595-4055.

Northwestern Lumber Association, 5905 Golden Valley Road, Suite 110, Minneapolis, MN 55422
 (763) 544-6822  -   (888) 544-6822  -  Fax (763) 595-4060  -  www.nlassn.org 


